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7#%e STORY of " WOOL
and the WOOL INDUSTRY

THE FIRST USE OF WOOL

cold season in furs, When the summer solstice camc on, they

cast off their furs, and painted their bodies with woad, a vegetable juice
expressed from a plant of that name. In later days, furs were reserved tor
the exclusive use of the nobility, and the common population clothed them-
selves mostly in hides and sheepskins. The sheepskin, or part of one, often
lasted the labourer during the period of his natural life.

OUR temote forefathers of Great Britain clad themselves during the

The first advance towards improved clothing was the combing of wool.
This, in the beginning, was to some extent a natural operation, the wool
being torn off the sheep in their encounters with briars, thorny bushes
and projections from trees and rocks against which the animals rubbed them-
selves. These accumulations were gatheted, spun into a rude yarn, and
made into a still ruder fabric by the handicraftsmen or handicraftswomen
of the time. Later, an improvement was effected by taking the wool directly
off the sheep’s back. Then, the first manufacture of wool in this country
may be considered to have been established.
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We learn from Pliny that the Romans started 2 Wool Factory for the needs
of the Roman Army of occupation in England. But when the Romans left,
they carried their craft with them, and we had (long after) to get Flemings
to come over and instruct us in the art of weaving. At that time, large expor-
tations of English raw wool were being made to the Low Countries ; but when
we had learnt all we wanted from the Flemish Weavers, these exportations
were stopped. The penalty for infringement was heavy; no less than
hanging.

To the City of London Merchants, who had managed to secure a con-
cession giving them the sole right to export wool, this enzctment must have
proved a heavy blow. It was that patriotic Monarch, Edward III who
prohibited the export of wool, testifying in addition his solicitude for the
welfate of the woollen industry by occasionally wearing woollen garments
on his Royal person.

Later on, a successor of Edward ITI, Charles the II, with a providential
regard for native industry considerably at variance with his reputed character,
issued an Ordinance to the effect that all dead bodies should be wrapped in
woollen garments. This grisly enactment, however, though preserved on
the Statute Book for 120 years, met with scant observance.
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WOOL INDUSTRY OF THE 17 th CENTURY

incomparably the most important source of wealth in the country.
It had then attained an annual output value of some [8000,000 of
which exports to the amount of £2,000,000 went abroad.

ST the close of the r7th Century, the British Wool Industry was

The evolution of the Spinning Frame and Power Loom by British inventors
rendered England the definite world home of the Woollen Cloth Industry,
The change in the appearance and habits of the labouring classes effected
by the introduction of spinning and weaving machinery would, to us, be
almost inconceivable. Priot to the introduction of machine made fabrics,
one cloth garment descended from wearer to wearer in the family until it
literally fell to picces.

The English Wool Industry gradually settled in several well-defined localities,
among the chief of which were Huddersfield, Bradford, Leeds and
Dewsbury in Yorkshire, the West of England, and the Lowthians of Scot-
land. It was more specially centred in that part of Yorkshite where the coal
deposits met the wool supply of the northern portion of the country. Much
wool, however, began to be imported, and the industry flourished and
increased to such a degree, that within 2 brief period it was found that we
were making more woollen fabrics than we could possibly consume, and
it became imperative to seck new markets.
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These markets could only be found in foreign lands ; and then the British
Commercial Traveller came on the scene the British Commercial
Traveller to whom the Mercantile, as well as the Imperial Interests of this
country owe a debt which has never been fully acknowledged. He pene-
trated into all parts of the world, and in pursuit of his mission was indirectly
responsible in a considerable degree for the foundation of the British
Empire. The adage ““ Trade follows the Flag ” is a fiction mainly intended
for the glotification of the Navy and Army. In fact, Trade precedes the
Flag as a natural necessity.

r FO the Early English Manufacturing Houses must be ascribed the
inttoduction of honest trading, against the huckstering methods
and elastic prices, which, up to their advent, had been the customary

method of transacting business throughout the world. Honest value, and
fixed uniform prices to all and everyone, soon stamped a special character
upon British Trading, which introduced a new standard of integrity into
international trade, and gained for the English a reputation for straight-
forwardness and honesty which has become proverbial.

Many of these carly Ancestral Houses as they may be called, have practically
lost their identity, submerged one after the other under the wave of mergers,
combines and amalgamations which are such a prevalent feature of the
present day.

Some of these very old-cstablished undertakings, however, still continue
to maintain their individual personality, and stand out like landmarks in a
featureless industrial world ; and one of these is the House of George
Mallinson & Sons, of Linthwaite, Huddersfield, whose history covers the
greater portion of the last century, as briefly recounted in the following pages.

Page Six





























































































